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M.D.O.T. - Utilities Task Force
August 8, 2000 Meeting Minutes
Attachments:
A. Meeting Attendance List
B. Meeting Agenda
C. Letter to Compact Municipalities

Item 1 - Updates:
Ÿ Utility & RR Services Web Page: Use of the Utility & Railroad Services web site
(http://www.state.me.us/mdot/utility/homepage.htm) has increased in recent months. The site
currently offers contact information for MDOT personnel, project information, utility pole crash
data, utility web site links, current policies, Location Permit information, Utility Task Force
information and various other items. MDOT is still looking for recommendations of how to
improve the site
Ÿ Metric Scales: Utility & Railroad Services has had metric scales with a metric-to-english
conversion scale produced to assist utilities in working with metric plans. Scales are being
distributed through the MDOT Utility Coordinators at utility meetings. Scales were distributed
at this meeting as well.
Ÿ Project Scheduling Meetings: MDOT is continuing to hold Project Scheduling Meetings.
These meetings are held on a regional basis to cover numerous projects actively being developed
by the Department. To date, the focus has been on larger aerial utilities due to the extensive
coordination inherent with pole relocations and the larger service areas of those utilities which,
in turn, results in more conflicts with MDOT projects. In the future, we intend to broaden the
list of attendees to include all interested utilities. The most recent meetings were held on 5/31/00
in Division 6 (York & Cumberland counties) and 7/19/00 in Division 7 (Oxford & Franklin
counties).
Ÿ Utility Work in MDOT Projects: MDOT has been including more utilities in their contracts
with an “opt-out” clause. The format is to separate the MDOT and utility items and to base the
low bid on the MDOT items only. The utility is given 2-3 working days to state whether they
will remain in the contract or not once the bid prices are known. This process has been used
recently in Thomaston, Auburn and Madawaska and is planned for several others. Dennis
Kinney recommended that the Department track how this affects the bid prices on the utility
items.
Ÿ State Standards Policy: The Department has recently adopted State Standards which allow
greater flexibility on the location of aboveground utilities on all non-NHS (National Highway
System) roads. Maps indicating the National Highway System may be found on our web site at:
http://www.state.me.us/mdot/utility/nhsmaps.htm. The content of the State Standards Policy
with regard to utilities is included in the draft Utility Accommodation Policy under the
aboveground section. Standards for underground utilities remain unchanged by the State
Standards Policy.

Unscheduled Item - LD 1637:
A discussion came about regarding the legislative bill, LD 1637, which was signed into
Public Law, Chapter 188 on May 17, 1999. Details can be obtained at:
http://141.114.121.65/legis/bills/LD.asp?LD=1637 . The discussion revolved around the issue
that the Department was originally looking to have the authority to claim a 4 rod right-of-way
whenever the right-of-way width along a state road was not recorded. However, through internal
discussions and modifications, LD 1637 was the result. The new law allows the Department to
reestablish right-of-way lines considering landmarks and historic features, but the blanket claim
of 4 rods does not exist. John Dority mentioned that he would like to see MDOT revisit this in
the future.
Item 2 – Utility Accommodation Manual:
MDOT has completed the initial draft of the new Utility Accommodation Policy. For
those who are familiar with New Hampshire’s policy, it is based on their format and even adopts
some portions thereof. A copy of the draft was distributed to each attendee and will also be
posted on our web site at:
http://www.state.me.us/mdot/utility/meuilityaccommodationmanual.pdf
The content of the manual was generally discussed and it became apparent that several
follow-up meetings would be necessary to address the details. All Attendees were asked to
submit comments to the Department by August 23, 2000. A meeting was also scheduled from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. on August 30, 2000. Underground issues will be covered from 9 a.m. until noon,
and aboveground issues will be covered from noon until 3 p.m. MDOT will email out the
location of the meeting later in the week.
Item 3 – Location Permits:
Title 35-A §2502 was recently modified to align Location Permitting with the
maintenance responsibility of the highway as defined by the urban compact. A letter that was
mailed to all compact municipalities was distributed and is included with these minutes. This
change means that the utilities will only have one licensing authority for both Highway Opening
and Location Permits and it should simplify things for everyone involved. Details are included
in the letter.
Item 4 – Highway Opening Permits:
This item was added on the agenda to determine if issues from the past still exist. Since
the discussion from Item 2 went well over its alotted time, we didn’t have any time to get into
this issue. However, Jim Cohen said he would check around and try to compile the issues for
discussion in the future.
New Business:
Due to the draft accommodation policy, there was no time for new business and there did not
appear to be any other pressing concerns. The next Utility Task Force meeting will take place in
early 2001.
I have attempted to summarize our discussions as accurately as possible, however, if anyone
feels that I have missed or misrepresented any of the items, please notify me within a two week
period. Otherwise, this record will be understood as accurate.
- Brian
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UTILITY TASK FORCE MEETING
March 18, 1999
Attendance List
Name
Jerry Quirion

Firm
MDOT

Tel. No.
287-2281

E-mail
jerry.quirion@state.me.us

Brian Burne

MDOT

287-2281

brian.burne@state.me.us

Art Ray

CMP

623-3521

arthur.ray@cmp.com

Gary Kenney

Maine Natural Gas

729-0420

gkenney@mainenaturalgas.com

Tom Atwood

CMP

791-1022

thompson.atwood@cmp.com

Jim Cohen

Verrill & Dana

774-4000

jcohen@verrilldana.com

Anna Maschino

Verrill & Dana

623-3889

amaschino@ verrilldana.com

Michael Swartz

Bangor Gas

941-9595

mswartz@bangorgas.com

Sam Hafford

Mid Maine Comm.

Dale Rice

Commtel

377-9241

drice@ctel.net

Dennis Kinney

Hallowell Water Dist.

623-9151

dkinney1@msn.com

Jim West

Portland Wter Dist.

774-5961

west@pwd.org

Ron Bartley

Maine Pub. Service

768-5811

rbartley@mainepublicservice.com

Larry Ralph

CMP

621-4720

alralph@cmpco.com

Jeff McNelly

ME Water Util. Assoc.

832-2263

mwua@midcoast.com

John Dority

MDOT

287-2551

john.dority@state.me.us

John Sturgeon

ACM

827-4435

john.sturgeon@frucon.com

shafford@midmaine.com

Attachment B

M.D.O.T. - UTILITY TASK FORCE MEETING
NOTICE OF MEETING
The next Utilities Task Force Meeting is scheduled for
August 8, 2000 (Tuesday) ~ 1-4:00 P.M.
M.D.O.T. Main Conference Room
Agenda
1:00 - 1:45 Updates
Discussion of progress on previous issues, including:
Ÿ Utility & RR Services Web Page
Ÿ Metric Scales
Ÿ Project Scheduling Meetings
Ÿ Utility Work in MDOT Contracts
Ÿ State Standards Policy
1:45 – 2:30 Utility Accommodation Manual
Discussion of Draft Manual. Rule Making will begin shortly.
2:30 - 2:45 Break
2:45 - 3:15 Location Permits
Change in Licensing Authority; Coordination of new utilities with existing
utilities prior to application.
3:15 – 3:30 Highway Opening Permits
An issue from the past. Are there still concerns that need to be addressed?
3:30 - 4:00 New Business / Next Meeting
4:00

Adjourn

Attachment C

July 30, 2000

To Compact Municipalities: Auburn, Augusta, Bangor, Bath, Belfast, Biddeford, Brewer,
Brunswick, Cape Elizabeth, Caribou, Fairfield, Falmouth, Farmington, Freeport, Gardiner,
Gorham, Houlton, Kennebunk, Kittery, Lewiston, Lisbon, Millinocket, Old Orchard Beach, Old
Town, Orono, Portland, Presque Isle, Rockland, Rumford, Saco, Sanford, Scarborough,
Skowhegan, South Portland, Standish, Topsham, Waterville, Wells, Westbrook, Windham,
Winslow, Yarmouth and York
Subject: Utility Location Permits
Dear Town/City Manager:
This letter is to inform you of an upcoming change to Title 35-A §2502 of Maine Law.
As you may be aware, subsection 2502 defines the licensing authority for all utility installations
along highways and public roads. Currently, the law defines the licensing authority as "The
Department of Transportation, when the public way is a state, state aid or federal aid highway,
except for state or state aid highways in the compact areas..." (emphasis added). This wording
created a situation where the Department of Transportation licensed all utilities along any federal
aid roads, including those within the urban compact areas. As a result, confusion among many
utilities and municipalities was common since the municipalities are responsible for maintaining
the highways and issuing the highway opening permits on those same roads within the compact
areas.
This year, the Department of Transportation submitted a bill (LD 2370) to the Legislature
to remove the use of the term "federal aid" and to align the licensing authority for utility
installations with the maintenance responsibilities for the highway. I am pleased to inform you
that it was signed into law (Chapter 753) on May 5, 2000 and will become effective as of August
11, 2000.
Recognizing that some municipalities may not be fully prepared for this change, I would
like to offer our assistance in making this transition as smooth as possible. We will gladly
provide you with sample applications and fully explain the review process that we use. In
addition, we can assist you with processing the first few applications you receive. Since the new
law also adopted a section that established MDOT utility accommodation standards as the
default, it will not be necessary to develop any new ordinances unless you intend to be more
restrictive in any areas. For your reference, I have attached a brief summary of some of the
applicable accommodation standards for utilities. More comprehensive policies are available on
our web site located at http://www.state.me.us/mdot/utility. In addition, we are presently in
the process of writing a new Utility Accommodation Manual which will be posted on our web
site in its draft form in the very near future. This manual will also go through the rulemaking
process when the draft is complete.
Please be advised that all controlled access highways and any bridge structures that are
maintained by the MDOT will continue to be permitted by the Department. If you receive any

utility applications that propose locations within the limits of a controlled access highway or
attachment to a bridge structure maintained by the Department, please forward those applications
to my attention at the address provided above.
I think this change will help simplify the permitting process for all of us and will allow
municipalities greater control in accommodating utilities within the compact areas. If you have
any questions, comments or concerns, please do not hesitate to give me a call at 287-2281.
Sincerely,

Brian T. Burne
Utility & RR Services Manager

Enclosure
cc:

All Compact Municipalities
Kate Dufour, MMA
MDOT Division Engineers
Fred Pagganucci, MDOT R/W
Ray Quimby, Acting Director, MDOT R/W
Gary Hoar, Assistant Bridge Maintenance Engineer
Marc Guimont, MDOT Bureau of M&O Director
Warren Foster, MDOT Bureau of Proj. Dev. Director
Verizon (f.k.a. Bell Atlantic)
Central Maine Power Co.
Bangor Hydro-Electric
Mid-Maine Communications
Bangor Gas
Maine Gas
Northern Utilities
T.D.S.
Portland Water District

Note: The following is a brief overview of the utility accommodation standards along all State
highways. More comprehensive standards may be found at the following web site:
http://www.state.me.us/mdot/utility. Please be advised that a new Utility Accommodation Manual is
currently under development and will supersede may of these policies by the end of the year.

Underground Utilities:

w Presently, the minimum depth of cover for underground utilities within the right-of-way limits is 24
inches, however, this is being increased to 36 inches with the upcoming policy because the 24 inch
depths tend to conflict with maintenance and highway reconstruction.

w All gas lines must be installed with a minimum depth of cover of 36 inches.
w All electric lines must be installed in conduit at a minimum depth of 30 inches.
w All non metallic installations (i.e. plastic gas lines) must have a metal wire buried directly above them
to aid in future detection.

w All underground electric and gas installations installed by open cut must have warning tape installed
roughly 18 inches directly above the facility.

w Underground electric services located within the highway right-of-way and installed by open cut must
have a 6 inch concrete cap directly over the facility.

Aboveground Utilities:
w Offsets:
Ÿ Rural: Minimum offset of 10 feet from the edge of travel way (solid white line) or 6 feet
from the edge of shoulder, whichever is further from the roadway. Since most travel lanes are
11-12 feet wide, this means that most poles in rural areas may not be located any closer than 21
feet from the centerline (unless behind guardrail or curb in a low speed area). This 21 foot offset
assumes a shoulder width of four feet or less. As the shoulder width increases beyond four feet,
the pole offsets increase as well. Please note that shoulders may be paved or gravel

Ÿ Urban: (Speed limits of 35 MPH or less) Minimum offset of 3 feet from edge of shoulder
when no curb is present. When curb is present, a minimum offset of 1 foot behind the face of
curb may be used, however, greater offsets are preferred whenever possible.

Ÿ Projects: Pole offsets may be greater than those listed in the previous two bullets when
associated with highway projects funded with state and/or federal funds. Please refer to the
MDOT Policy on Above Ground Utility Locations at the web site listed above for more details.

w Islands: Poles are not permitted within the center of a traffic circle or in traffic islands
w Ditches: Poles are not permitted within 2 feet of a ditch centerline - they must be placed at least two
feet behind the ditch.

w Guardrail: Poles behind steel beam guardrail must be set a minimum of 3 feet behind the back of
the guardrail post.

w Culverts: Poles are not permitted within 8 feet from the end of a culvert.

